
 
 
 
Senator Rob Portman               February 21, 2017 
448 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510           
 
Dear Senator Portman, 
 
We are a coalition of investors affiliated with the Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility focused on combatting human trafficking and exploitation. As your 
constituents living in Ohio, invested in firms in Ohio and supported by national and 
international investors, we applaud the work you have done to create a friendly 
environment for Ohio businesses.   You have also been a leader in the Senate for better laws 
to combat the crime of human trafficking.  You founded the Senate Caucus to End Human 
Trafficking in 2013 and have served as co-chair of the group. From your consistent support 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, to the End Trafficking in Government Contracting 
Act, to your hearings and other efforts to highlight and stop sex and labor trafficking in 
Ohio, you have set out to make men, women, and especially children safe from the ravages 
of exploitation. 
 
Today’s supply chains are long and complex where many products we use every day are 
tainted by forced labor.  This poses a risk to companies, their supply chains, and their 
investors. We as investors and consumers want to ensure the companies we invest in are 
dealing with the risks related to goods made with exploitation entering the US market. 
These goods undermine companies that are trying to play on a level playing field.  
Reauthorizations of the Trafficking in Victims Protection Act (TVPA) in 2003 and 2005, 
Executive Orders 13126 and 13627, and the 2016 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report have 
also affirmed that business enterprises have a responsibility to address exploitation in their 
supply chains. 
 
Based on your commitment to American businesses and to end human trafficking, we 
request that you consider being a lead sponsor of the Business Supply Chain Transparency 
on Trafficking and Slavery Act in the new Congress.   
 
The Act would require companies with a minimum of $100 million in worldwide gross 
receipts annually to report transparently about their efforts to address slavery and child 
labor within their business operations, including supply chain and labor management.  We 
view this transparency measure as a means to create competition to improve practices to 
end slavery by providing the public and the market with information about companies that 
are – and that are not – taking real steps to address slavery. 
 
We thank you for your leadership in the Senate on human trafficking issues and look 
forward to speaking with you and your staff in the near future.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sr. Pat Twohill, OP                 David O’Brien                    
Dominican Sisters of Peace                Province of St. John the Baptist 
Columbus, OH                  Cincinnati, OH 



Sr. Margaret Mary Efkeman, OSU   Fr. Neil Pezzulo 
The Ursuline Sisters of Cincinnati   Glenmary Home Missioners 
Cincinnati, Oh      Cincinnati, OH 
 
Sr. Toby Lardie, HM     Jon Fishpaw 
Sisters of the Humility of Mary    Mercy Health System 
Cleveland, OH      Cincinnati, OH 
 
Tony Potts      Rose Marie Tresp, RSM 
Comboni Missionaries     Sisters of Mercy of Ohio 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Sr. Louise Lears, SC     Jo Marie Chrosniak, HM 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati    Region VI Coalition for Responsible  
Cincinnati, OH      Investment 
       Cleveland, OH 
Sr. Linda Pleiman, C.PP.S. 
Sisters of the Precious Blood 
Dayton, OH 
 
Co-signers 
Total AUM represented: over $56 billion USD 
 
Adrian Dominican Sisters, Portfolio Advisory                                   

Board 

American Baptist Home Mission Society 

Aquinas Associates 

Benedictine Sisters 

Bon Secours Health System, Inc. 

Boston Common Asset Management 

Catholic Health Initiatives 

Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes 

Congregation of St. Joseph 

Corporate Responsibility Office Sisters of 

Charity of Nazareth 

Dana Investment Advisors 

Daughters of Charity, Province of St Louise 

Diocese of Springfield, IL 

Dominican Sisters ~ Grand Rapids (MI) 

Dominican Sisters of San Rafael 

Dominican Sisters of Sparkill 

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

NorthStar Asset Management, Inc. 

Northwest Coalition for Responsible Investment 

Presbyterian Church USA 

Province of St. Joseph of the Capuchin Order 

Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary 

Responsible Sourcing Network 

School Sisters of Notre Dame - CP Shalom 

School Sisters of St. Francis 

Seventh Generation Interfaith CRI 

Sisters of Bon Secours USA 

Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 

Sisters of Charity of New York 

Sisters of Charity, BVM Shareholder Education & 

Advocacy Group 

Sisters of Charity, Halifax 

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 

Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 



Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL 

Everence and the Praxis Mutual Funds 

IHM Sisters - Justice, Peace and Sustainability 

Office 

Leadership Team of the Felician Sisters of 

North America 

Marianist Province of the U.S. 

Marianists International NGO 

Medical Mission Sisters 

Mennonite Education Agency 

Mercy Health 

Mercy Investment Services, Inc. 

Miller/Howard Investments, Inc. 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange 

Sisters of the Presentation 

Stardust 

Dignity Health 

The United Methodist Church Foundation 

Trinity Health 

Tri-State Coalition for Responsible Investment 

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking 

Ursulines Congregation of Tildonk 

 


